                                    February 26th Sermon:   “Listen to Him!”
              ( 1st Corinthians 15:1-11;  2nd Peter 1:16-21;  Mark 8:27-33 & 9:1-19 )

************************************************************************
     Years ago in the early 1970’s when I was around 10 years old I remember how I enjoyed watching kids’ shows on Saturday morning T.V.  One of my favorite shows was called Shazam .  

     So, what was Shazam all about?  There was this teenage boy who lived a fairly normal life – except for this special talent that he had.  Whenever someone was in trouble or some evil person needed to be apprehended, all this teenage boy had to do was speak the magic word “Shazam” and he would instantly transfigure into this superman-like hero.

     Now, of course, this show was only pretend.  There really is no teenage boy who can say “Shazam” and transfigure into a super hero.  However, the event we heard about in our Gospel reading today is NOT a pretend story for Saturday morning television.  This event really did happen at a specific place and at a specific time!
     What event am I talking about?  Listen to Mark 9:1 where we hear these words of Jesus:  “I tell you the truth, some who are standing here will not taste death before they see the kingdom of God come with power.”  

     Jesus spoke those words to His 12 apostles.  What did Jesus mean when He said that some of them would not die before they saw God’s Kingdom come with power?  Simply put, Jesus was pointing ahead to the event commonly known as the Transfiguration .
     In Mark 9:2 we can read about this event.  Listen:  “After six days Jesus took Peter, James and John with him and led them up a high mountain, where they were all alone.  There he was transfigured before them.”  What does it mean that Jesus was “transfigured?”  It means that His appearance changed.  The ordinary Jesus suddenly revealed Himself in all His divine power and glory.  But why would Jesus do this?

     In order to understand the purpose of the Transfiguration we need to hear again what the Father spoke from heaven during that event.  In fact, I want to focus on 3 specific words that the Father spoke to the 3 apostles during that event.  The Father focused their attention on Jesus and said:  “Listen to Him!”
     Now, why would the Father need to tell the Apostles to listen to Jesus?  If we want to know we’ll have to examine an event that took place six days prior to the Transfiguration.

     In Mark 8:27-33 we witness an interesting question and answer session.  Jesus asked His disciples:  “Who do people say I am?”  The disciples proceed to share the various opinions that the people of that day held about Jesus.  All these opinions were different except in one detail.  All these opinions agreed that Jesus was NOT God.  He was only a man -- a special man, but ONLY a man.  
     We can find the same wrong opinions about Jesus today.  If we traveled around the United States and did sidewalk interviews in various places I’m sure we’d find many different opinions about Jesus.  

     Some would say He was one of many famous prophets who pointed the way to God.  Others would say He was an advocate for the poor and socially marginalized.  Still others would view Him as a political revolutionary.  Some would even say he was some kind of magician who fooled people with “slight of hand” tricks.  We could find many more opinions as well.
     However, after Jesus’ first question, He then asked a question that got a bit more personal.  Jesus said to His disciples:  “Who do YOU say I am?”  There were several moments of silence.  Suddenly Peter spoke up:  “You are the Christ!”  

     Peter spoke the Truth!  But what does it mean that Jesus is the Christ?  The word “Christ” is the Greek version of the Hebrew word “Messiah” – both words meaning “The Anointed One.”  Simply put, Peter was saying that Jesus is the Savior whose coming was predicted in the Old Testament Scriptures.

     But even more, Peter also believed that Jesus was God.  Why?  Because Jesus had done much to prove this.  Last Sunday we heard how Jesus pronounced forgiveness as though He were God Himself, and then He healed a paralyzed man to prove that He was God who could forgive sins.  

     In addition, the Gospel of Mark records many other wondrous miracles of Jesus that prove He is God in the flesh.  For example, in Mark chapter 4 we read how Jesus stopped a storm and calmed the waves of the seas by simply speaking a command.  His disciples then said to themselves:  “Who is this?  Even the wind and the waves obey Him!”  They knew who He was.  Only God can do things like that!
     So, when Peter said “You are the Christ!” he was speaking the Truth.  This should also be our answer because it is the Truth!  In our modern world where we find many erroneous opinions about Jesus we are called to speak the Truth!
     But does Jesus really want us to tell others the Truth?  In our Gospel reading Jesus tells His disciples to keep His identity a secret.  Why?  Well, you have to understand the unique situation at that time in Jesus’ Ministry.

     If you read the first few chapters of Mark’s Gospel we see that Jesus is more than willing to let people know that He is God.  Just last Sunday we read from Mark chapter 2 and we heard how Jesus went out of His way to prove that He is God.  But now in Mark chapter 9 Jesus tells His disciples to be quiet about this fact.  Why?

     Sadly, some who believed that Jesus was the Christ and the Son of God were NOT willing to hear what Jesus had to say about the purpose of His mission.  As we heard last Sunday, Jesus came to this world to preach that people should repent of their sin and trust in Him for forgiveness and eternal life.  Jesus even did some miracles to prove that He was God who could give them this salvation.

     But as time went on many Jews did not want to hear what Jesus had to say about forgiveness and eternal life with God.  Instead, they wanted Jesus to be a super hero!  They wanted Jesus to say “Shazam” and then use His power to give them health, wealth and prosperity.  Even more, they wanted Jesus to destroy the Roman Empire which had ruled over the Jews for several hundred years.  They were right about WHO did was; they were wrong about His MISSION!
     We see a perfect example of this in our Gospel reading for today.  Even Peter had the wrong idea about Jesus’ Mission.  After Peter confessed that Jesus is Christ the Lord, Jesus then went on to talk about His mission.  Mark writes:  “He then began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and that he must be killed and after three days rise again.”

     How did Peter respond to this?  Mark tells us that Peter took Jesus aside and rebuked Him.  Here’s what Peter said:  “No way, Jesus!  This will never happen to you!”  Why was Peter refusing to accept that Jesus would die?  Jesus even told them ahead of time that He would rise from the dead, but that didn’t make any difference.  

     Simply put, Peter didn’t want Jesus to die!  Peter wanted Jesus to be a super hero.  Peter wanted Jesus to work miracles for their benefit.  Peter wanted Jesus to conquer the Romans.  Peter wanted to see the glory but he didn’t want to face the Cross.  Why?  Because then Peter would have to face his sin.

     Now, we dare not judge Peter too harshly as though we are innocent of such an attitude.  We are also guilty of wanting Jesus to be a super hero.  Why is it that we have many more people in Church on Easter Sunday as compared to Good Friday?  We American Christians like to bask in the glory, but we don’t like to stand before the Cross and acknowledge that our sin is so bad that it took the death of God’s Son to deal with it.

     We Missouri Synod Lutherans know who Jesus is, but are we willing to accept His Mission?  Do we want Jesus to be a super hero and bring physical blessing into our lives while we continue to live as we please and fail to repent of our sin?  Do we want Jesus to defend us from our enemies while we fail to see that our own sin against God is our worst enemy?
     Jesus said to Peter:  “Get behind me, Satan!  You do not have in mind the things of God, but the things of men.”  We need to hear those words as well.  Sometimes we allow the devil to take our focus off the cross.  When that happens we get comfortable with our sin and the result is that we don’t want to hear about Jesus’ death.  We have other plans.  But they’re not God’s plans for us.

     But Jesus’ rebuke reminds us that we must repent.  It’s not enough to know who Jesus is.  We must also be willing to accept His Mission.  His Mission is to rescue you from your life of sin so that you might live as God’s children – now and for eternity.  

     Jesus made this possible by going to the cross where He suffered and died in our place of damnation.  Jesus is a super hero like no other because He was willing to give His life to save His own enemies.  

     In addition, unlike the comic book super heroes who are fictional characters in cleverly invented stories, Jesus really DID walk this earth.  He really DID perform the miracles we read about in Scripture.  He really DID say all the things we read about in Scripture.  Jesus really did transfigure Himself before 3 of His Apostles.  One of them was Peter.  
     In his 2nd letter Peter writes these words about that event:  “We did not follow cleverly invented stories when we told you about the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but we were eyewitnesses of His majesty.  For He received honor and glory from God the Father when the voice came to him from the Majestic Glory, saying, ‘This is my Son…’ “
     The Father also said to Peter:  “Listen to Him!”  We need to listen to Jesus!  We need to hear His Words about His death for our sins and His resurrection that guarantees our eternal life.

     My friends, even though we are guilty of having in mind the things of men instead of the will of God, we can know that we are forgiven and have the hope of eternal life in God’s love.  Jesus went to the Cross, just as He said He would, and He did that for you.  

     You can come to Jesus with all your sins and know that you are forgiven.  You can face trials and death and know that Jesus is risen and that He will return for you in glory one day.  Until then, we modern day Christians can learn 2 important things from Jesus’ Transfiguration.  

     First, Jesus’ Transfiguration proves that He is God and that He is in control.  No one forced Him to go to the cross.  Jesus’ death was part of God’s plan to save you.

     Second, Jesus’ Transfiguration shows us that Jesus uses His almighty power to serve us sinners.  Jesus did not use His power to serve Himself and give us punishment for our sin.  Instead, Jesus healed others.  Even more, He allowed people to nail Him to a cross so that He might save us who sin against Him.
     So, the Transfiguration shows us that Jesus is God and that He is our Servant.  After Jesus’ Transfiguration He hid His glory and led His Apostles down the mountain.  Jesus then continued His journey to Jerusalem and to the Cross.
     We are now leaving the mountain of Transfiguration Sunday as we descend into the valley of Lent – which begins this week at our Ash Wednesday Service.  Plan to attend this Service and “Listen to Jesus” so that you might rejoice in His Mission and all that it means for your life – now and for eternity.  Amen!
