                               February 19th Sermon:   “God Has Healed You!”
                             ( 2nd Corinthians 1:3-11; 1st Peter 1:3-9; Mark 2:1-12 )

************************************************************************
     I have a question for you.  Let’s say you have a horrible pain in your chest and you rush to the emergency room.  After waiting several minutes the doctor finally comes to you and the first thing he says is:  “Your sins are forgiven!”  How would you react?  
     You’d probably grab the doctor and say:  “What’s your problem?!  I didn’t come here to have you tell me that my sins are forgiven.  Have you no compassion?  Besides, who are you to forgive sins?  Do you think you’re God or something?”
     Imagine how those men in our Gospel reading must have felt.  They had heard about this man Jesus who had recently healed a man of leprosy.  We heard about that event in last Sunday’s Gospel reading.  So, these men decide to bring their paralytic friend to Jesus.  Maybe the same Jesus who can cure leprosy with a word could also heal their paralyzed friend.

     When they arrived at the place where Jesus was staying there was such a large crowd that they couldn’t even get into the house.  But they would not give up!  With great difficulty they carried their friend to the top of the roof, made an opening, and used ropes to lower their friend down right in front of Jesus.

     Jesus then looks at the paralytic man and gets ready to speak.  The paralytic man’s friends are waiting for Jesus to say “Get up and walk!”  But instead, they hear Jesus say:  “Son, your sins are forgiven!”  Jesus’ words shocked many people that day.

     First, some were thinking:  “What’s Jesus problem?!  Can’t he see that this man is a cripple?  The man needs to be healed!  The man needs to walk!  Why is Jesus talking about forgiveness of sin?  Has he no compassion?”  
     Second, others, who were Jewish religious leaders, were thinking:  “Why does this fellow talk like that?  He’s blaspheming!  Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  
     I’m afraid Jesus was not winning any popularity contests that day.  These 2 reactions to Jesus’ words to the paralytic man reveal 2 sinful misunderstandings about the person and work of Jesus.
     First, we sinners are often guilty of misunderstanding the PRIMARY work of Jesus.  The people in Jesus’ day heard about His miracles.  For example, Jesus’ cast out demons and healed people of various illnesses and injuries.  All Jesus had to do was “speak the Word” and the people were instantly healed.  Jesus did this because He had compassion for people.

     Last Sunday we heard how Jesus healed a man of leprosy.  But if you recall, Jesus told the man NOT to tell anyone about the miracle.  Why?  Because Jesus didn’t want people to think that His PRIMARY mission was physical healing.  You see, Jesus’ PRIMARY mission was the preaching of repentance and the forgiveness of sins in His Name.

     But the man whom Jesus cured of leprosy didn’t obey.  Instead, the man told everyone he met that Jesus had healed Him.  It didn’t take long before multitudes of people ran to Jesus.  

     Our Gospel reading begins with the words “A few days after…”  In other words, this event with the paralytic man happened only a few days after Jesus had cured a man of leprosy.  No wonder crowds surrounded the place where Jesus was staying.  They wanted another miracle!

     But please notice what Jesus was doing there!  Jesus did not immediately give the crowds what they wanted to see.  Instead, Jesus gave them what they needed to hear.  Our Gospel reading says:  “…and He preached the Word to them.”  Jesus told them about their various sins and that they needed to repent.  Jesus also told them about the forgiveness and eternal life that He could give them.
     We have a lot we can learn from this.  We Christians today are sometimes tempted to think that God exists merely to provide for our physical needs.  

     Please understand.  God DOES care about our physical needs.  Jesus Himself taught us to pray:  “Give us this day our daily bread.”  But Jesus also tells us that we do not live on bread alone but by every Word that comes from the mouth of God!

     Sadly, we Christians in America are often guilty of viewing God as a Divine Santa Claus whose primary purpose is to give us health, wealth and prosperity.  When God DOESN’T give us these things – when the money is tight or our health goes bad – we are then tempted to blame God and say:  “Why me?  I don’t deserve this!  I thought you were a God of compassion?”  My friends, our Jesus IS a God of compassion!  
     First, God gives us so much every day – food, water, clothes, shelter and tons of other luxuries, even though we don’t deserve them.  Second, Jesus gives most of us more days of health than days of sickness.  
     But even when God does allow us to suffer poverty or illness, He only does this to remind us of what we truly need.  We need the forgiveness of sins and the hope of eternal life in God’s love.

     Forgiveness of sin.  Eternal life with God.  This is the comfort Paul speaks about in our first reading from 2nd Corinthians.  God had allowed Paul to suffer greatly.  But God used those trials to give Paul the wisdom to write these words:  “But this happened that we might not rely on ourselves but on God, who raises the dead.”

     The Apostle Peter also speaks about the hope we have in Jesus.  1st Peter is written to new Christians who were suffering greatly.  Not only did they face all the trials common to all people in this world.  In addition, they were being persecuted for their faith in Jesus.  Peter writes to them:  “Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ!  In his great mercy he has give us new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,…In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while you may have had to suffer grief in all kinds of trials.”
     These words of Paul and Peter are for you, too!  God has healed you!  Your sins are forgiven!  You have the certain hope of eternal life!  You can give thanks to God for His compassion – for all the undeserved physical blessings He showers upon you every day!  You can also come to God when you have physical needs, knowing that He will hear you and provide for you as He sees best.  But most of all, you can always hear Jesus say to you:  “Your sins are forgiven!”  God has healed you!

     There is one more thing for us to learn today.  Please recall that some were upset because Jesus claimed to be God.  The Jewish leaders said:  “Who can forgive sins but God alone?”  They were not willing to believe that Jesus is who He claims to be:  The Eternal Son of God; God in the Flesh!
     Why did they not want to accept that Jesus is God and therefore has the authority to forgive sins?  Sadly, the Jewish leaders believed that God would forgive them because they were good people.  They thought their good works outweighed their sins, and so they deserved God’s mercy.

     But Jesus was preaching that ALL people needed to repent and receive forgiveness through Him alone.  Jesus would deal with our sins on the Cross.  But the Jewish leaders would not accept this.  They would not believe that their sin was so bad that it would take the death of God’s Son to pay for it.

     We still have this problem today.  Sometimes we are tempted to deny that Jesus is God because we don’t want to think of God hanging on a Cross.  Obviously, if Jesus is God then no one forced Him to go to the Cross.  So, if Jesus is God, why did He allow Himself to be crucified?  In Mark chapter 11 we hear these words of Jesus:  “…the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life as a ransom for many.”

     We sin greatly when we think that God will forgive us because of who we are or what we’ve done.  The Truth is that only God’s Son can deal with our sins.  That’s why Jesus was always preaching repentance and the forgiveness of sins in His Name.  Jesus has the authority to forgive your sin because He is God and He gave His life on the Cross in your place of damnation.
     You have hope, my friends!  Jesus is filled with compassion for sinners.  That’s why Jesus yet again proved to those unbelievers that He is God who can forgive sins.  Listen to these words of Jesus from our Gospel reading:  “But that you may know that the Son of Man has authority on earth to forgive sins…I tell you, get up, take your mat and go home.”
     Jesus healed the paralytic man!  Why did Jesus perform this miracle?  First, He had compassion on people.  Second, the miracles proved that Jesus is who He claims to be:  The Son of God, our Savior.  

     But the salvation Jesus wants to give us is much better than temporary physical healing.  Jesus wants to give you a repentant heart that longs for the forgiveness won for you by Jesus’ suffering and death on the Cross.

     Maybe we don’t see many paralytics being healed here at Concordia.  That’s not important!  We have even greater miracles happening here!  Every Sunday you get to hear that your sins are forgiven.  Every Sunday you get to hear that you have the certain hope of the resurrection and eternal life with God.  Today you get to eat and drink the very Body and Blood of your Savior!  God has given you a miracle!  Jesus had healed you!  Amen!
