8  Part Sermon Series

Stewardship:  “A Matter of Receiving and Living!”

Sermon # 7:  “ God’s Stewards are SAINTS  and  SINNERS! ”

( Texts:  Romans 7:15-25a;  Ephesians  4:22-24;  Luke  18:9-14 )
**************************************************************************************
     Last week we learned that God’s Stewards live IN the world but not OF the world.  In other words, since we have received forgiveness of sins through faith in Christ we now get to live as God’s stewards – and this means saying “No” to the evil things that God’s Word condemns and “Yes” to the His good and gracious will for our lives.  
     However, if you’re like me, that’s easier said than done.  Even though God has given me a new heart so that I want to be IN the world but not OF the world; even though Christ’s mercy and love gives me the desire to turn from sin and live in obedience to God’s will, the reality is that I continue to struggle with sinful desires, thoughts words and deeds.  I think you can relate to what I’m saying.

     In fact, the Apostle Paul expresses the same frustration in our first reading from Romans chapter 7, where he writes:  “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate to do…So I find this law at work:  when I want to do good, evil is right there with me!”  
     Today’s sermon title is:  “God’s Stewards are SAINTS and SINNERS.”  We’re going learn from God’s Word what it means for us to live as God’s stewards in this world and how the Good News of Jesus gives us comfort and strength when we experience difficulty living as God’s stewards.  

     With that said, allow me to use myself as an example.  I’m a baptized child of God.  I have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life in God’s love through faith in Jesus, our Lord and Savior.  Because I have received this salvation I now get to live as God’s steward in this world.  But the fact is that I often fall short of this goal. 
     I know very well the evil desires of my heart.  I know very well the wicked thoughts that go through my head.  I’m well aware that my words and deeds are far short of the holy life God expects of me.  The same is true for you!  When we recognize this truth about ourselves, we might begin to think:  “Maybe I’m not a Christian!  Maybe Jesus hasn’t saved me.  Maybe I’m going to hell.”
     Have you ever felt that way?  I’m sure you have.  One day you promise God you’re going to stop doing a certain sin or you’re going to start doing a good thing you ought to be doing. But then before you know it you have done the evil thing you wanted to stop doing or you have failed to do the good thing you know you should have done.
     For example, maybe you’re an older boy or a man who knows it’s wrong to lust and you’ve tried to eliminate such evil thoughts from your mind.  But no matter how much you try, lust still lingers in your heart.

     Maybe you decided you were going to put God and others first and start to give a percentage of God’s money to Church and charity.  But after several months of trying there were a few times when you didn’t give anything and used God’s money for selfish things.

     Maybe you’ve tried to stop gossiping about other people.  You know God hates this sin.  But you can’t seem to go more than a few days without saying something negative about someone.

     Maybe you made a decision to attend Church and bible class as often as possible.  But then you hang your head in shame when you remember the times you avoided church and bible class for trivial reasons.

     Maybe you know you ought to stand up for the Truth around the guys or gals at work.  But many times when you have a chance to witness you choose to remain silent because you don’t want to “rock the boat”.

     Maybe you’re a child who knows God wants you to obey your parents and respect them.  But just about every day you challenge your parents’ authority at least once.

     Maybe you’re a person who knows it’s wrong to use God’s name in vain. But no matter how hard you try, there are times when you slip up and use God’s name along with other inappropriate language.  

     Maybe you know that God wants you to love, serve and forgive your wife or husband.  But sometimes you choose to nag, go to bed angry and hold a grudge.

     The fact is, I could talk all day and give you examples of how we do things we hate and how we fail to do the good things we ought to do.  So, maybe we’re not Christians.  Maybe we’re going to hell.  That’s what the devil would like you to think.

     You see, if the devil can’t trick you into being an arrogant sinner who takes advantage of God’s grace, the devil will instead trick you into being a despairing sinner who doubts that God’s grace exists for you.

     But I’m here today to tell you that the devil is a liar, and I’m also here today to tell you the Gospel Truth – and here it is:  God’s Stewards are SAINTS and SINNERS.  What does this mean?

   First, you are by nature a sinner and an enemy of God.  Listen to what King David writes about himself and us in Psalm 51:     “5 Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”  As sinners, we EITHER resist God’s will OR we obey His will with evil motives.  That’s why Paul said “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.”
     But I have good news for you!  You are not merely a sinner.  You are also a saint!  Why?  Because Christ has saved you.  You were “born again” in Holy Baptism where you were joined to the death and resurrection of Christ.  You now have a new nature that trusts God, loves Him and longs to obey Him.

     However, because you still have a sinful nature, you will constantly struggle with sin.  That’s why Paul wrote these words in our first reading:  “21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.”
     That’s why the Christian life means daily repentance and faith in Jesus.  You see, being a Christian doesn’t mean that you’re perfect and never sin.  Instead, being a Christian means that you grieve over the sin in your life and you trust in Jesus for forgiveness and the strength to turn your life around.  

     We saw this example from the Tax Collector in our Gospel reading.  But remember what Jesus said about that Tax Collector?  Jesus said he went home from the Temple JUSTIFIED.  In other words, God forgave all his sins because of the sacrifice of Jesus which was symbolized by the sacrifices that had been offered in the Jerusalem Temple.

     You are in God’s Temple today.  You confessed your sins in this place and you heard me say in Christ’s Name:  “Your sins are forgiven!”  Today you also get to eat and drink Christ’s body and blood in Holy Communion – God’s sign that you are forgiven and holy in His sight because of Jesus’ death and resurrection for you.  God has washed away the guilt of your sinful nature and has clothed you with His own holiness.  Therefore, when God looks at you He doesn’t see all the wicked desires and deeds of your sinful nature.  No!  When God looks at you He sees Jesus!

     In fact, Christ lives in you and He will help you to live as His child.  That’s why you feel badly about the sin in your life, and you trust in Christ for forgiveness and the strength to do better.  Jesus’ love and mercy moves you to say “No” to the desires of your sinful nature and “Yes” to God’s loving will for your life.  In fact, saying “No” to sin and “Yes” to God’s will is what a life of stewardship is all about.  We heard this life of stewardship described in our second reading from Ephesians!   I encourage you to memorize that Scripture text!  

     In closing, remember that God’s stewards are SAINTS and SINNERS.  Jesus has given you the victory!  Your sins are forgiven.  You are holy in God’s sight.  God’s grace will move you to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to His will.  But don’t forget that you still have a sinful nature this side of heaven.  That’s why Paul said:  “When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.”
     Therefore, we must remember to keep our focus on Jesus.  You need His mercy every day.  You need His love every day.  You need His Word every day.  You need His strength every day.  Jesus has given you the victory, and He will help you to live as God’s steward in this world and for all eternity!  Amen!  
