The Romans Roadmap

02/13/11 Sermon:    “ You are Jekyll & Hyde! ”

( Text:   Romans 7:14-25 )

**************************************************************************************

     When I was in high school I started listening to Christian Rock bands.  I liked their music but I loved their lyrics even more because they pointed me to Christ and built me up in my faith.

     One of my favorite Christian bands was known as “Petra” – a Greek word that means “rock.”  Back in 2003 Petra recorded their last studio album named “Jekyll & Hyde.”  On that album is a song also titled “Jekyll & Hyde” – and I’d like to read for you some of the lyrics of that song.  Listen:  
I have a secret that I let nobody see 
An evil shadow that's been hanging over me 
My alter ego that I try to hold at bay 
But despite my good intentions he can always get away 
He does the things that I don't want to do 
Sometimes I feel like Jekyll and Hyde 
Two men are fighting a war inside 
I have this secret that I let nobody see 
It's like a split personality 
And the one I feed is the one who lives 
 
He won't do things that I know I should do 
Sometimes I feel like Jekyll and Hyde 
Two men are fighting a war inside 
One gives, one takes, I have to decide 
Sometimes I feel like Jekyll and Hyde 
I need somebody to rescue me 
When personalities clash 
I know which person I want to be 
With no defiance 
Just God-reliance
     Those lyrics talk about a person who feels like Jekyll & Hyde – which is a reference to the book by Robert Louis Stevenson titled The Strange Case of Dr. Jekyll and Mr. Hyde .  If you haven’t read the book, I’m sure you’ve at least heard of the characters Jekyll and Hyde.

     Dr. Jekyll invented a potion that would change him into another kind of person – an evil person known as Mr. Hyde.  That song by Petra uses this story of Jekyll and Hyde to describe the spiritual reality that exists for every Christian.  Simply put, if you are a Christian, then you are “Jekyll and Hyde.” 
           In order to better understand our “Jekyll and Hyde” condition, I want to take you back to Sunday, January 23rd, when I preached on the first half of Romans chapter 6 where we heard the Apostle Paul ask us this question:  “Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Paul then told us the answer to that question:  “By no means!  You died to sin.  How can you live in it any longer?”
     We learned that the Gospel is not merely that our sins are forgiven.  The Gospel also says that we are new people.  We are new creations in Christ.  When you were baptized God gave you a new heart that despises sin and loves the Lord.

     Therefore, you do not use God’s grace as an excuse to fulfill the desires of your sinful nature.  Instead, God’s grace moves you to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to God’s will for your life.  As Paul writes in Titus chapter 2:  “11For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men.  12 It teaches us to say “No” to ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present age…”
     So, according to Romans chapter 6, Christ has made you a new person who turns from sin and obeys God’s will.  However, today’s reading from Romans chapter 7 seems to contradict everything Paul said in Romans chapter 6.

     In today’s Epistle reading Paul says:  “I do not understand what I do.  For what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate to do…So I find this law at work:  when I want to do good, evil is right there with me!”  
     Now, if you’re like me, you can relate very well to those words of Paul.  Even though I am a new person in Christ, the fact is that I do NOT seem to be a new person who loves the Lord and wants to obey Him.  As the song from Petra says:  “Sometimes I feel like Jekyll and Hyde.”  

     I know very well the evil desires of my heart.  I know very well the wicked thoughts that go through my head.  I’m well aware that my words and deeds are far short of the holy life God expects of me.  

     Have you ever felt that way?  I’m sure you have.  One day you promise God you’re not going to indulge a particular sinful desire ever again, but then before you know it you’re right back in the middle of the same sin.

     As New Creations in Christ we think godly thoughts.  But we must also confess that there are some dark, evil thoughts that lurk in our minds – dark, evil thoughts we would not want to share with anyone because we’d be too ashamed.  

     As New Creations in Christ we use our mouths to praise God, to proclaim His Truth, and to say loving things to other people.  But we also must confess that we sometimes speak evil words that mock God and hurt others.

     As New Creations we avoid doing sinful things and we joyfully do many good things.  But we also must confess that sometimes we do sinful things and we fail to do the good things we ought to do.

    What’s wrong with us?  How can we be this way if we are Christians?  The answer to those questions is found in today’s reading from the last half of Romans chapter 7.
    However, before we can understand what Paul is teaching us in Romans chapter 7, we need to remember what we learned several weeks ago from Romans chapter 5.  Simply put, in Romans chapter 5 we learned that we inherited a sinful nature from Adam.  In other words, we were conceived as “Mr. Hyde.”  We are by nature evil enemies of God.

     But now for the good news!  In Romans chapter 6 we learned that we “died and rose” with Christ in Holy Baptism.  In Holy Baptism we were “born from above” when God gave us new hearts and minds of repentance and faith in Christ.  You now have a new “Dr. Jekyll” nature that trusts God, loves Him and longs to obey Him.

     But then why do you continue to struggle with sin?  The reason is that you are Jekyll and Hyde.  We Christians still have a sinful nature.  That’s why Paul writes the following in today’s reading from Romans chapter 7:  “I know that nothing good lives in me, that is, in my sinful nature.”

     So, on the one hand, because you are God’s forgiven child with a new heart of faith in Christ you WANT to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to God’s loving plan for your life.  But, on the other hand, you still have a sinful nature that wants to say “Yes” to sin and “No” to God’s loving plan for your life.  
     That’s why Paul writes these words in today’s reading from Romans chapter 7:  “21 So I find this law at work: When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.  22 For in my inner being I delight in God’s law;  23 but I see another law at work in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin at work within my members.  24 What a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body of death?”  And then Paul gives us the answer:  “25 Thanks be to God—through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
     My friends, Jesus has given you the victory!  Your sins are forgiven.  You are holy in God’s sight.  God’s grace will move you to say “No” to sin and “Yes” to His will – and God gives you His grace through His MEANS OF GRACE:  Baptism; the preaching and teaching of His Word; the Lord’s supper.

     You see, if we cut ourselves off from God and His Word, then our new nature will grow weak.  If we feed our sinful nature by focusing on the sinful things of this world, then “Mr. Hyde” will dominate our lives.

     But if we feed our “Dr. Jekyll” nature by remembering our Baptism; by reading Scripture; by hearing sermons and attending Bible Class; by receiving the Lord’s Supper – through these MEANS OF GRACE God will strengthen our “Dr. Jekyll” nature so that we will have the strength to say “No” to our “Mr. Hyde” nature and “Yes” to God’s loving plan for our lives.

     As we heard in the lyrics to Petra’s song:  “Sometimes I feel like Jekyll and Hyde; Two men are fighting a war inside - And the one I feed is the one who lives.”  So, feed your new nature and starve your sinful nature!  As the Apostle Peter writes in 1st Peter chapter 2:  “Therefore, rid yourselves of all malice and all deceit, hypocrisy, envy, and slander of every kind.  Like newborn babies crave pure spiritual milk, so that by it you may grow up in your salvation, now that you have tasted that the Lord is good.”
     However, as you grow in your faith and become a more mature Christian, don’t ever forget that you will always have a sinful nature this side of heaven.  That’s why Paul said:  “When I want to do good, evil is right there with me.”
     You see, what you need to understand is that even if God’s Spirit enables you to conquer certain evil behaviors in your life, the evil desires of your sinful nature will always be there.

     For example, you may be able to refrain from adultery or viewing pornography, but you will always have to struggle with lustful thoughts and desires.  

     You may be able to stop gossiping, but you will still think bad thoughts about other people.  
     You may be able to refrain from acts of murder and violence, but you will still struggle with feelings of hatred for other people.  
     You may be able to resist stealing, but you will still battle with greed and envy.
     You children may be able to obey your parents, but inside part of you will still want to get your own way.  
     You may do many good works of love and charity, but you will still struggle with pride and the desire for earthly glory.

     The fact is, you are Jekyll and Hyde – and so am I.  But the Good News is that Christ has given us the victory.  In Christ our sinful nature does not define our identity.  You are a New Creation in Jesus.  You live in constant state of forgiveness.  You are a holy and innocent child of God.

     So, even though you will continue to struggle with your sinful nature in this earthly life, you can be sure of two things:  
     1)  As a Baptized child of God you are completely forgiven, totally loved and perfectly holy in God’s sight even as you struggle with sinful desires and behaviors.  
     2)  Your “Mr. Hyde” nature will cease to exist when you die and on the Final Day your spirit will rejoin your resurrected and glorified body and you will live forever as a sinless child of God.  In God’s New Creation you will never, ever struggle with your sinful nature.  Instead, you will live in perfect holiness for all eternity.  
     UNTIL THEN, YOU ARE SECURE IN CHRIST’S VICTORY.  
     Amen!

