          Beatitudes of Promise:     “Promise of Comfort”
Lenten Drama Sermon for Sunday, Feb. 10th 
Theme Verse: "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted." 
Matthew 5:4


Pastor:
Well, this is a surprise! What brings you here today, Macarios—I mean, Mac?


Mac:
Pastor, do you have a few minutes? I know you're busy.


Pastor:
Mac, I’ll make time for you. How can I help you?  Do you need to discuss your financial problems we talked about last week?


Mac:
I wish that were my only problem.. It'd be a lot easier to handle. It's my mother. The doctor says she doesn't have much longer to live. First it was the diabetes. Then it was the heart disease. And now there are complications from both. They can control the pain, but that's about it.


Pastor:
I guess you're pretty close to your mother.


Mac:
Boy, that's an understatement. She's always been there for me. Mom's the glue that held our family together. Somehow she's managed to stay in touch with everyone, keep us all informed and make us feel close. I can't imagine life without her.


Pastor:
So you're worried about how things will be in the future, is that it?


Mac:
Yeah, I guess I am worried. But it's more than just worry. Mom's not even gone yet, but already I'm grieving. It doesn't help that Mom seems to cry over the least little thing. I guess she's grieving as much as I am. Ever since I heard the prognosis, I've had a hard time sleeping. I know it's not too manly, but I've even been crying. It's just that it's so hard to see her suffer like that.


Pastor:
Mac, it's okay to grieve and it’s not wrong for a man to cry.  If God thought it was bad for men to cry he wouldn't have made them with tear ducts. Sometimes tears are like warning lights on your dashboard. You need to pay attention to them. They're telling you something.


Mac:
I can attest to that. One of those "check engine" lights came on in my car a while back. 


Pastor:
What did you do?


Mac:
I opened the hood, poked around a little, and listened to the motor. Everything seemed okay so I closed the hood and drove on. But that little red light was driving me crazy. It just wouldn't go out. So I disconnected it.


Pastor:
You disconnected it? Then what?


Mac:
Well, Pastor, do you remember I said my transmission went out? 


Pastor:
Yes, I remember.


Mac:
It seems that  light was telling me my transmission fluid was low. 


Pastor:
And you burned up the transmission!


Mac:
Right!  So, I know what you're saying about tears being like warning lights. Something needs attention. I'm sad. I'm upset that my mother is dying. I can figure that out. But what can I do about it? I'm not a transmission that you can just pour a little fluid in.


Pastor:
No, Mac, you're not. And, frankly, there's nothing you can do about it. But Jesus can.


Mac:
You mean Jesus can heal my mother? He can cure her of diabetes and heart disease?


Pastor:
He could, and sometimes he does do such things. The Bible tells about a time when Jesus met a funeral procession. A young man had died. He was the only son of his mother and she was a widow.


Mac:
Oh, how tragic. I can't even imagine the grief she must have been feeling.


Pastor:
Jesus felt everything she was feeling. He was so moved by the hopelessness of the woman's situation and her sorrow, he stopped the funeral procession. He went up to the coffin, he touched it and said to the young man, "Get up!" The young man sat up, began talking and Jesus gave him back to his mother.


Mac:
That's just incredible, Pastor! Do you think Jesus could heal my mother and give her back to me?


Pastor:
I don't know what God has in mind for your mother, Mac, but I know he wants you to be comforted no matter what happens. He even wants you to be filled with joy.


Mac:
That's just not realistic, Pastor. How can I be filled with joy when my mother is probably dying?


Pastor:
Believe God's promises, that's how. Mac, remember what your name means?  Not your nickname, but your real name -- Macarios?


Mac:
Macarios? It means  "Blessed." Yeah, I remember.


Pastor:
Mac, your mom is still with us and we pray for a miracle. But, short of a miracle, you're in mourning. Jesus has a promise just for people like you, people grieving the death of a loved one.


Mac:
He does?


Pastor:
Yes, Mac, he does. He says, "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted." 


Mac:
I remember that. It's one of the Beatitudes, isn't it? Well, I'm mourning and I need comfort, but when am I going to get it? I need to be blessed with comfort right now! Do I have to die, too, in order to get it?


Pastor:
No, Mac, you don't. “Blessed” -- that's what your name means. But do you have any idea what it really means to be "blessed" ? 


Mac:
Mmmmm, not really. 


Pastor:
Well, this sinful world has its own ideas about what it means to be “blessed.”  But God’s Word tells us what it really means to be “blessed.”  For you, right now, being “blessed” means having comfort when you don’t feel comfortable. Jesus has a promise for those who mourn.  He says that will give them comfort.


Mac:
How will he give me comfort when I’m not at all comfortable with my mother dying?

Pastor:
I don't mean to frustrate you, Mac, but this is important. What do you suppose the word for comfort is in Greek?


Mac:
Pastor, you're making me work too hard!

Pastor:
Okay, okay. I’m sorry! I'll just tell you. The Greek word for comfort is parakaleo.


Mac:
Para  what?  

Pastor:
Bear with me, Mac.  Parakaleo—that's the same word from which we get  Paraclete.


Mac:
Oh yeah, Paraclete! I remember learning about the Paraclete in Bible class. That's the word Jesus uses for the Holy Spirit. Jesus promised that when he left he would send his disciples the Paraclete, which also means “ the Comforter.”
Pastor:
      Exactly. Originally, a paraclete was a soldier who remained alongside another soldier in trouble. The paraclete would defend and rescue him. Later on, the term was used in the courts for one's defense attorney, or counselor. He'd stand up before the judge and argue the case on behalf of the defendant. Tell me, Mac, if you were a soldier whose friend saved you from your enemy or a defendant whose attorney just got you acquitted, how would you feel?


Mac:
I guess I'd feel pretty good about it.  I'd be very happy.


Pastor:
How about "blessed" or "comforted"? 


Mac:
Yeah, that's just how I'd feel. I'd feel blessed and comforted. I get it, now. "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted." You're telling me that in my grief over my mother, Jesus sends me the Paraclete, the Comforter, to help me and give me great comfort even in my sorrow.


Pastor:
Believe God’s promise, and the comfort of the Holy Spirit is yours. 


Mac:
Really?


Pastor:
Yes, Mac.


Mac:
Forgive me, Pastor, but I'm still having a little trouble with this. Jesus comforts me in my grief by sending me the Holy Spirit, right?


Pastor:
Right.


Mac:
But I can't see or feel or even hear the Holy Spirit. So how does he comfort me?


Pastor:
That's a good question, Mac. He uses the means of grace.


Mac:
Means of  what?


Pastor:
The means of GRACE!  You know.  Baptism; the word of God that you hear and read; the Lord’s Supper.  The Holy Spirit comforts us through these “means of grace” because they deliver Christ and His gifts to us.  In the “means of grace” God says that your sins are forgiven right NOW.  In addition, the “means of grace” promise us that we have certain hope for the FUTURE – the resurrection of the body and eternal life with the Lord!

Mac:
So, the Holy Spirit comforts me by using the “means of grace” to give me Jesus and His gifts which give me forgiveness NOW and certain hope for the FUTURE.  I think I’m beginning to understand.  On the one hand,  I can dwell on how bad I feel and how miserable I am and how bad things will be without my mother.  Or,  I can focus on Jesus and His promises.  One leads to grief; the other leads to comfort.


Pastor:
Yes, Mac!  In fact, one promise of Jesus that might help right now is found in the Book of Revelation.

       Mac:
Oh, no, you don't, Pastor!  You've already given me plenty to think about without confusing me with all those false prophets, bowls of wrath and headless horsemen.


Pastor:
I think you're getting your stories mixed up, Mac. Sure, some of Revelation is hard to figure out, but some of it is just pure comforting Gospel.


Mac:
For example?


Pastor:
Such as John's description of eternal life in the New Creation.  God says that He "will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be no more death or mourning or crying or pain, for the old order of things is passed away."


Mac:
That is comforting, Pastor. That's what my mother needs to hear. I guess I need to hear it as much as she does. Just imagine, in heaven there's no more death, no more mourning, no more pain. I want my mother to stay here with me. But she and I both know that would only mean more suffering. Knowing that she'd be in heaven, with Jesus wiping away her tears, would make her so happy, and me too.


Pastor:
But she'll still be gone and you'll miss her.


Mac:
Yes, and I'll still do some crying – but I’ll still have comfort and hope, all because of Jesus!  I know that my mother will be with Jesus when she dies.  And I know that I will see her again when Jesus returns.  I guess I’ve truly been blessed!

Pastor:
That’s right, Mac!  That’s why Jesus says, "Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted."
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