8  Part Sermon Series

Stewardship:  “A Matter of Receiving and Living!”
Sermon # 6:  “God’s Stewards are IN the World, not OF the World!”
(Texts:  1st Corinthians 5:1-13;  2nd Corinthians 6:14-18;  Matthew 5:14-16)
************************************************************************

     In our Gospel reading for today Jesus said that we Christians are the light of the world.  What does this mean?  In a nutshell, Jesus means that this world is full of people who are living in spiritual darkness.  Either they don’t care about their sin OR they don’t know how to be set free from the damnation their sin deserves.  

     Jesus has saved us from this spiritual darkness, and now we get to bring His healing light to the people of this world.  In other words, we are to transform the lives of people in this world by what we speak and by how we live.  

     Simply put, we are to live in obedience to God’s will for our lives.  If people notice how we live and ask us why we’re different than the world around us, we then point them to Jesus – the Son of God who died on the cross for us sinners and conquered death for us sinners so that we might be forgiven and live forever as God’s dearly loved children.

     But are we Christians the light of the world?  Here’s another way to ask that question:  “Are we influencing the world OR is the world influencing us?”  A few months ago one of our high school youth asked me if it was o.k. for her to have a non-Christian friend.  “That depends,” I said.  

     Obviously, we want to reach out in love to those who do not know Christ as their Lord and Savior.  However, regarding having relationships with unbelievers, we need to ask ourselves this question:  “Am I leading them closer to Christ OR are they leading me away from Christ?”

     Today’s sermon is the sixth in my eight part sermon series on STEWARSHIP.  The theme for this sermon series is:  “Stewardship:  A Matter or RECEIVING and LIVING!”  We’ve learned two things about being God’s stewards.  

     First, we can’t be God’s stewards unless we RECEIVE from Him.  Think about it.  There is no way we can be the light of the world unless The Light of the World is active in our lives.  We are sinners, and so we don’t have any light of our own to offer the world.  The only light we can give the world is the light we have RECEIVED and must continue to RECEIVE – and that Light is Jesus!

     In John chapter 8 Jesus says:  “I am the light of the world.  Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will have the light of life.”  Did you hear that?  We must RECEIVE from Jesus if we are to be His stewards – stewards of the Gospel who are called to shine Christ’s light in this world by what we speak and by how we live.  Therefore, we need to be continuously nurtured by the Light of God’s Word if we are going to be effective as His stewards.

     That’s why coming to Services on a regular basis is so important. We need to RECEIVE from Jesus.  That’s why attending Bible class with your fellow Christians is so important.  We need to grow in our knowledge of God’s Word and RECEIVE the blessings that God gives us when we read and study His Word together.  Now, if you’re not currently attending a Bible Class that’s being offered, ask yourself “Why?”  Ask yourself whether your reason for not attending Bible Class would make sense to Jesus.

     Now, the second thing we’ve learned is that being God’s steward means that your entire life is to be lived to God’s glory as an offering of praise and thanksgiving for all that He has done for you through Jesus!  

     In other words, stewardship is not about giving God 1 hour of your time on Sunday, throwing a token offering in the plate and then saying:  “Well, I’ve done my duty!  Now the rest of my time I can live for me.”  No!  Our entire lives are to be an offering of praise and thanksgiving to the God who loved us so much that He sent His Son to the cross to suffer and die in our place of damnation.  

     So, in all that we do we are God’s stewards who strive to live to His glory.  You are God’s stewards in your marriages.  You are God’s stewards as parents and children.  You are God’s stewards as employees and employers.  You are God’s stewards in this community.  Whether you’re at Church or at work or at school or at home or out in the community or on vacation – whatever you may be doing in life – God calls you to be his steward by trusting in Him and living to His glory. 
     Listen to what Paul writes about this is Romans chapter 12:

“Therefore, I urge you, brothers, in view of God’s mercy, to offer your bodies as living sacrifices, holy and pleasing to God – this is your spiritual act of worship.  Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind.  Then you will be able to test and approve what God’s will is – his good, pleasing and perfect will.”

     Today’s sermon title is:  “God’s Stewards are IN the World, not OF the World.”  What does this mean?  Simply put, we are to influence the ungodly world around us rather than the ungodly world influencing us.  But if we look at the Christian Church in America, I’m afraid we’re all guilty of being influenced by the world in various ways.  Things haven’t changed much in 2000 years!

     In our first reading we heard the Apostle Paul rebuke the Corinthian congregation for allowing one of their members to be involved in a sexual sin that was shocking even to some unbelievers in their culture.  How did this congregation get to this low point?  One step at a time!

     Paul said:  “Don’t you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough?”  That’s a loving warning to each and every one of us.  We live in a culture with many evils and ungodly temptations.  If our minds are not being transformed through regular nurture in God’s Word, the result will be that we will slowly but surely be conformed to the ways of this world. 

     If this process continues, before we know it we will no longer feel conviction over sins that used to cause us guilt and sent us running to Jesus.  Instead, we will begin to get comfortable with our sin and see our need for Jesus less and less.

If this evil process continues, the result could be that we no longer see a need to repent of our sin and trust in Jesus – and when that happens we are outside of God’s grace and our destiny is eternity in hell.

     But God doesn’t want that to happen to anyone – especially to those who are currently his children; his stewards!  That’s why Paul does the most loving thing a Christian can do for someone who is being influenced by this evil world.  Paul tells the Corinthian congregation to rebuke the man who is living in unrepentant sin.  If he refuses to repent, they are then to ban him from the Lord’s Supper.

     But what is Paul’s intended goal in doing this?  Paul writes:  “…hand this man over to Satan, so that the sinful nature may be destroyed and his spirit saved on the day of the Lord.”  Simply put, the goal is to show this man that it is a very dangerous thing to turn your back on God and become a friend of this evil world which is under the control of Satan.

     The Good News is that Paul’s advice accomplishes his goal.  This man eventually repents of his sin and runs back to Jesus in sincere faith.  Listen now to what Paul writes about this in 2nd Corinthians chapter 2:  “The punishment inflicted on him by the majority is sufficient for him.  Now instead, you ought to forgive and comfort him, so that he will not be overwhelmed by excessive sorrow.”
     Now, at this point let me stress that the action of public excommunication is the last, extreme attempt to win over a person who has been influenced by the world.  Hopefully we never have to get to that point with any person.  Paul was dealing with a person who was flaunting a public sin and had no remorse whatsoever and saw no need for forgiveness.  Lord willing, we can keep one another from reaching that point as we grow in God’s Word together and “speak the Truth in love” to one another.

     You see, we all struggle with sin, don’t we?  Being a Christian doesn’t mean you’re perfect or that you never struggle with sinful desires.  Instead, being a Christian means that you grieve over the sinful desires and actions in your life.  Being a Christian means that you confess your sin and trust in Jesus for mercy and the strength to live according to His will.  This is what is means for God’s stewards to be IN the world but not OF the world.

     Towards the end of our first reading Paul makes it clear that we can’t avoid the unbelievers of this world.  In fact, we must try to build relationships with unbelievers and take advantage of opportunities we may have to share the love of Christ with them.  In other words, we are to be the light of the world.  We are to influence the culture around us.
     On the other hand, Paul warns us that we should not allow the culture to influence us!  We should not tolerate Christians who affirm sin and conform to the ways of this world.  Paul says:  “With such a man do not even eat.”  
     Please understand!  Paul is NOT saying that you can’t eat at Burger King with a false Christian!  Instead, Paul is saying that those who receive the Lord’s Supper should be repentant Christians.  In other words, we should not allow this evil world to influence us.  Rather, we should encourage one another to live lives of repentance and faith in Christ so that we can influence the world around us and lead more and more people to Christ. 

     However, if you’re like me, you have been deeply convicted by this sermon.  Not only have I sinned against the Lord more times than I can imagine.  I must admit that I’m guilty of being influenced by this world.  Sin and temptation comes at us from every direction, and our sinful natures within us are more than happy to embrace this spiritual garbage.  We’re all guilty of being OF the world while living IN the world. 

     But I have Good News for us sinners!  Remember what Paul said in our 1st reading?  He said:  “Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.”  Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  We can come to Jesus with our guilt and shame and know that He forgives us and makes us holy in God’s sight.

     Through faith in Jesus we are no longer OF this world.  Instead, because of Jesus, you and I are citizens of God’s Kingdom.  Being a Christian IN this world means that we come to God every day with our sins and our fears, and then we rejoice in the fact that Jesus, our Passover Lamb, has saved us!  You are forgiven!  You are Holy in God’s sight!  God loves you!  You get to be His steward in this world.  You get to be IN this world but not OF this world.

     Not only does Jesus completely forgive our many sins.  In addition, as we continue to be nurtured by God’s Word and RECEIVE from Jesus, He will give us the desire and the strength to say “No” to the ways of this world and “Yes” to the gracious will of God for our lives.

     In fact, that’s why it’s so important for us to have regular fellowship with faithful Christians.  Even though we need to reach out to unbelievers, we must all receive strength and nurture through regular fellowship with our Brothers and Sisters in Christ.
     That’s why Paul said what he did in our second reading:  “Do not be yoked together with unbelievers … what fellowship can light have with darkness? … What does a believer have in common with an unbeliever? … For we are the temple of the living God.  As God has said:  ‘I will live with them and walk among them, and I will be their God, and they will be my people.’”
     Did you hear what Paul said?  We need each other.  God works through Christians to minister to fellow Christians!  As we learned last Sunday:  “God’s Stewards Live in Community!”  As we remember our Baptisms together; as we hear, read and study God’s Word together at Church and in our homes or wherever; as we receive the Lord’s Supper together; as we pray together and sing praise to God together; as we serve one another in times of loss and trial – God will use this fellowship to build us up as His stewards so that we can experience His peace and be lights for Christ in this world of darkness. 

     Today’s sermon title is:  “God’s Stewards are IN the World, not OF the World.”  You are God’s forgiven and dearly loved child because Christ, our Passover Lamb, has been sacrificed.  Jesus died for us sinners who are OF the world by nature.  Jesus suffered our punishment so that we could become citizens of God’s Kingdom and live forever as His dearly loved children.

     Dear friends in Christ, because of Jesus you are not OF this world – even though you must live IN this world.  Your sins are forgiven.  You are New Creations in Christ!  Jesus has given you his light, and now you get to share that light with others.  Amen!
