Christ on Trial

A Lenten Service Series

             Ash Wednesday – February 6th, 2008,  7:00PM
     Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, you have a unique opportunity awaiting you during our mid-week Lenten Services.  My sermons will focus on transcripts from a trial that very few have read or heard.  The transcripts from this unknown trial deal with Jesus’ arrest and eventual execution.  The central  issue of this trial is this:   Was Jesus guilty OR was Jesus innocent?  People throughout history have debated that issue.  The transcripts of this trial will research the facts and allow you to draw your own conclusion.  Tonight you will hear the words of the “Prosecutor” who hopes to convince you that Jesus was guilty and deserved all that happened to him.  Let’s hear the Prosecutor’s opening statement:
**********************************************************
"Opening Statement”

Prosecutor:
Ladies and gentlemen of the jury - and you are all members of the jury - there are those who claim that Jesus never had a fair trial, that no defense witnesses were ever heard, that it was all a pharisaical plot, that Jesus never had a chance.  On top of that, many of these same people actually believe that this same Jesus allowed Himself to be condemned for our sins and then rose from the dead, as He said He would.  They also believe that this Jesus will return one day to judge the living and the dead.  Well, people can believe such things, if they wish.  However, our concern is to examine the facts and thereby determine if Jesus was guilty or innocent.  We have called you together to hear the facts and declare a verdict.

             

In truth, Jesus was originally tried and condemned by highly respected religious leaders, and He was then interrogated by none other than Pontius Pilate – the Roman ruler of that region. Now, in their very midst, for all to hear, Jesus admitted that He was the Christ, the very Son of God.  Do you know what that means?  Jesus was claiming to be God Himself!  That fact alone calls His character into question!  You see, Jesus was not merely a “good teacher” who gave us rules for holy living.  He claimed to be the very Son of God and that sinners had to trust in Him for salvation.  No “good teacher” would say such things!

                        This same Jesus also claimed that He fulfilled the words of Isaiah the prophet. Now, we know that Jesus grew up like any other boy. As a man, He was like any other. There seemed to be nothing special about Him. He wasn't especially handsome or charismatic.  In this sense He was like the Messiah of whom Isaiah spoke.  The question is:  “Does this mean that Jesus was the Messiah, the promised Savior?”  Dear members of the jury, couldn’t many other men fit Isaiah’s description of a man who was ordinary or even despised?
                        Now, it’s true, some people claim that Jesus fulfilled Isaiah’s words about the Messiah in other ways as well.  People say that Jesus performed miracles – that he healed the sick, fed multitudes with a few bits of food, that He walked on water and stopped a storm.  He supposedly even raised some dead people to life.  Well, later on in this trial we will hear from some of the people who witnessed these things.  You must decide whether or not their testimony is credible.


In addition, some not only believe that this Jesus is God, but they also believe that He was born of a virgin.  Jesus must have truly twisted their minds for them to believe such things!  On top of that, Jesus also claimed that He entered this world to save us from our sins.  Can you imagine a person having the gall to make such a claim?  Even worse, those who defend this Jesus make it sound as though Jesus was in control of His own trial and that it was His will to be crucified for us!  It’s hard to imagine believing such things.  Surely, any man who would teach such things is either insane or a horrible liar! 
                        Now, I don't know about you, but if I were the Son of God I certainly wouldn't go through all that suffering and death if I had the power to avoid it – and I certainly wouldn’t endure such things to save my own people who had willingly sinned against me! In fact, it is further claimed that by believing in Jesus people are made righteous before God, and that God no longer sees their sins -- even if those sins were terrible and shameful.  The fact that Jesus taught such things shows that He is guilty of evil lies! 


In addition, during our research into this matter we discovered some more damning evidence against Jesus.  On one occasion some people brought a paralyzed man to Jesus, thinking that Jesus could heal him.  But do you know what Jesus said to this poor, paralyzed man?  The first words that came out of Jesus’ mouth were:  “Your sins are forgiven!”  Now, why would Jesus say such a thing to a man whose greatest need was to be able to walk again?  And who did Jesus think He was – forgiving sins!  Did He think He was God?  Yes, that is what He claimed!



Dear members of the jury, the more you hear about this Jesus the more you will recognize that He was a crazy and evil person to teach such things, and that those who believe in him are misled victims of His evil instruction.


Having said all that, in the interest of this being a fair trial, I am being required to allow you to hear witnesses who have been brought forward by those who wish to defend Jesus.  But I’m not too worried.  Do you know the kind of witnesses you will be hearing from?  You will hear from the people that actually knew Jesus, heard Him preach, were supposedly healed by Him. And let me tell you, these witnesses are not exactly the kind of people you’d want coming to your defense!  
                        Be prepared, members of the jury!  These are not the nice people you are used to. Some have lived despicable lives. Be ready also to listen to their testimonies with a discerning ear. They will try to convince you that the claims Jesus made are true! So, who are these people from whom you will hear?


You will hear a man named Matthew – one of Jesus’ 12 Apostles.  However, he was also tax collector! Now, we all know that in addition to being servants of the Roman government, these tax collectors were crooks. No good church person would have anything to do with them.  But that didn’t stop Jesus from sharing a meal with Mathew and other sinners. Dear members of the jury, if Jesus were the Son of God, would He eat a meal with such people?  


Having said that, the next witness we will hear testimony from is a woman who claims that a demon caused her to be crippled for over 18 years! While you may sympathize with this woman's years of suffering, we don’t have any strong evidence to prove that Jesus actually healed her in any miraculous way.  I’m sure we can find a reasonable explanation for her healing.  Even more, you will need to keep in mind that Jesus performed this supposed work of healing on the Sabbath in violation of God’s Law!  


After that, we'll hear from a man named Nicodemas.  Now, I must admit that I’m a bit surprised that the defense would allow Nicodemas to give his testimony.  You see, Nicodemas seems to be an exception to the riffraff from which the other witnesses are drawn. Nicodemus is a scholar, and a member of the Sanhedrin - the religious governing body of the Jews. Surely, he hasn't been deceived by this God-pretender. I'm sure Nicodemus will be able to show you how Jesus’ teachings fall apart under the scrutiny of close theological examination.
                        As for the next witness for the defense, well, I’m personally opposed to forcing good people like you to listen to such a woman.  Why?  The reason is that her lifestyle was so scandalous that she was about to be stoned to death! We will not offend your sensibilities by describing the details of her adulterous behavior. It is Jesus, after all, who is on trial, and well should be, because instead of affirming those who were upholding our standards of morality by condemning this woman, Jesus forgave her. She claims, of course, that the experience has totally changed her life.  That remains to be seen!
Finally, the last witness for the defense will be another of Jesus’ own 12 Apostles – a man some say was the one closest to Jesus.  The witness’ name is John.  This John will claim that He is giving you the true details concerning Jesus’ actual teachings and other events surrounding Jesus’ death and supposed resurrection.  But I’m sure you won’t be tempted to believe such ridiculous lies!

In closing, let me say that I hope you members of the jury have been chosen well.  I hope you are people who are willing to listen to common sense and plain facts.  I hope you will not be deluded into believing things about yourselves and Jesus that have led to some other unfortunate people actually trusting in Jesus as their Lord and Savior from sin and death.  These poor people actually believe that we are all worthless sinners for whom Jesus died and rose so that we could be forgiven and live now and forever as His people.  Did you know that some of Jesus’ followers have even been willing to die rather than deny their faith in Him?  I hope that you good members of the jury will not be deceived by such nonsense!  This ends my opening statement.  This court is in recess.

There you have it!  You have heard the opening statement of the 
Prosecutor!  So, what do you think of this Jesus?  Maybe some of you believe in Jesus as your Lord and Savior.  If that’s true, the Prosecutor won’t be too happy and he will most likely call for a mistrial.  Be that as it may, if you believe what Jesus taught -- if you believe that you have sinned against God and deserve death and God’s eternal wrath; if you believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be – the very Son of God who entered this world to save you from your sins by His death and resurrection so that you could turn from your sin and live a new life as God’s forgiven and dearly loved child; if you believe that Jesus has rescued you from sin and death, and that He will return for you one day and give you eternal life in His New Creation – if you believe this, then you are among those whom the Prosecutor believes to be misled victims of the man named Jesus who said He was the Son of God and the Savior of Sinners. 

                    But we do not believe that we are misled victims.  We believe that Jesus is who He claimed to be, and that’s why we trust in Him.  As for Jesus’ trial, we believe that Jesus was both innocent and guilty.  Jesus was innocent because He was and still is the sinless Son of God.  However, Jesus was guilty because He took our guilt upon Himself and willingly suffered and died in our place of damnation.  This same Jesus then conquered death for us, and He promised that He will return and raise our bodies from the dust of the ground.  We will then live forever with Him.  Until then, we continue to hear His Word and receive His gifts so that we might receive comfort and the strength to live as His people in this world.  Amen!
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