     January 29th 2006 Sermon:  “ The Devil’s Demise! ”
     ( Acts 10:34-43; 1st Peter 5:6-11; Mark 1:21-28 )

***********************************************************

     How many of you remember a popular comedian from the past known as Flip Wilson?  Flip Wilson was famous for saying the following during his comedy routines:  “The devil made me do it!”  People would laugh when he said this.  But in real life the fact that “the devil made me do it” is no laughing matter.

     In fact, Scripture teaches that if Jesus is not Lord of our lives then the only other option is that we are slaves of the devil.  Listen to what the Apostle Paul writes about people who were once unbelievers.  In Ephesians ch. 2 we read:  “As for you, you were dead in your transgressions and sins, in which you used to live when you followed the ways of this world and of the ruler of the kingdom of the air, the spirit who is now at work in those who are disobedient. All of us also lived among them at one time, gratifying the cravings of our sinful nature and following its desires and thoughts. Like the rest, we were by nature objects of wrath.”
     Did you hear what Paul said?  By nature we are objects of God’s wrath.  Paul means that we deserve damnation because we are conceived as people who are opposed to God and are controlled by the devil.  This is our fate unless Jesus saves us.  Sadly, many people who reject Christ and embrace a life of sin think they are free.  They think they are in control of their own lives.  But they are actually only puppets of the devil.

     As this point you might be wondering:  “Who is the devil, anyway?”  Simply put, the devil is one of the angels who rebelled against God.  Other angels followed the devil, and they are known as demons or evil spirits.  The devil and all his evil angels were cast away from God’s presence.  

     However, the devil and his angels were not content to live in hell themselves.  They wanted us humans to suffer along with them.  So the devil tempted Adam and Eve to rebel against God, and they took the bait.  Adam and Eve turned from God and became evil.  The result of their choice is that all humans descended from them are conceived with the same evil hearts.  We are by nature objects of wrath who are controlled by the devil – whether we realize it or not.

     But God loved us so much that He did not give us the wrath we deserve.  Instead, God sent Jesus to save us from our sin and rescue us from the power of the devil.  How did Jesus do this?

     In Mark 1:12-13 we read what happened after Jesus was baptized.  Listen:  “At once the Spirit sent him out into the desert, and he was in the desert forty days, being tempted by Satan. He was with the wild animals, and angels attended him.”
     Mark says that Jesus was tempted by “satan,” which is another name for the devil.  The name “satan” means “accuser.”  Once the devil tempts us to sin against God, he then takes on his satanic role and accuses us before God so that we despair and hide from God.
     Today’s Gospel reading is also from Mark chapter 1 and deals with events that take place after Jesus is tempted by satan.  Today’s Gospel tells us that Jesus drives out an evil spirit who has possessed a man.  There are 2 things we learn from this text.

     First, this evil spirit is one of the fallen angels.  Please note that this evil spirit knows who Jesus is:  The Son of God!  The demons fear Jesus.  The demons know that God is in control.  The demons know that Jesus will destroy them.  But the devil and his demons also want us to be destroyed along with them.
     The second thing we learn from this text is that ALL unbelievers are possessed whether they realize it or not.  We are in error if we think that the only people who are candidates for demon possession are those who act oddly and appear to be out of control.  The fact is that ALL unbelievers are possessed.  If you do not have the Holy Spirit in your life then the only other option is that you are controlled by the devil.

     For example, in John chapter 8 Jesus speaks to Jewish religious leaders who were admired for their godly lives and their good behavior.  You’d want these guys for your neighbors!  But they were also unbelievers because they refused to trust in Jesus as their Savior.  Listen to what Jesus says to them:  “If God were your Father, you would love me, for I came from God and now am here. I have not come on my own; but he sent me.  Why is my language not clear to you? Because you are unable to hear what I say.  You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your father’s desire. He was a murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there is no truth in him. When he lies, he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of lies.  Yet because I tell the truth, you do not believe me!  Can any of you prove me guilty of sin? If I am telling the truth, why don’t you believe me?  He who belongs to God hears what God says. The reason you do not hear is that you do not belong to God.”
     There you have it.  Unbelievers think they are good people who are in control of their own lives.  But unless we belong to God then we are slaves of satan.  If we do not live by the Holy Spirit then we are controlled by evil spirits.

     But I have good news for you!  Remember what Peter said about Jesus in our 1st reading from Acts chapter 10?  Listen again:  “You know what has happened throughout Judea, beginning in Galilee after the baptism that John preached — how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and power, and how he went around doing good and healing all who were under the power of the devil, because God was with him.”
     When Jesus was baptized the Holy Spirit descended upon Him and the Father spoke from heaven and said:  “This is my Son!”  Here we see that Jesus is not merely a man.  Jesus is also God!  That’s why the demons fear Him.  That’s why Jesus says what He does in John 8:34-36.  Listen:  “I tell you the truth, everyone who sins is a slave to sin. Now a slave has no permanent place in the family, but a son belongs to it forever. So if the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed.”
     Jesus says that He gives you true freedom.  In other words, Jesus rescues you from your sin and from the power of the devil.  Because of Jesus you are now God’s children.  How did Jesus accomplish this?

     Jesus speaks the Truth to us.  The Truth of God is the devil’s demise, because he is a liar.  God’s Truth exposes the fact that we are sinners who deserve His wrath.  But God’s Truth also points us to Jesus who saves us from God’s wrath.

     How did Jesus save us from God’s wrath?  Jesus suffered God’s wrath in our place.  Jesus took our sin to the cross and was damned for you and me.  No wonder the devil did all he could to keep Jesus from going to the cross.  Jesus’ death for us is the devil’s demise!

     The devil understood this.  That’s why the devil continued to tempt Jesus even while He was hanging on the cross.  The devil used some unbelievers to say the following to Jesus:  “…come down from the cross and save yourself!”  But Jesus did not save Himself.  Why?  He was too busy saving YOU!

     The death of Jesus is the devil’s demise.  The devil has been defeated.  Death has been destroyed.  Jesus has saved you.  You now belong to God.  You are free to live as God’s people and follow Jesus in faith forever.

     But the devil won’t give up.  He knows his time is short, and the devil doesn’t want to go to hell without you.  That’s why Peter says what he does in our Epistle reading.  Listen:  “Be self-controlled and alert. Your enemy the devil prowls around like a roaring lion looking for someone to devour.”
     How can we avoid being devoured by the devil’s deceptions?  How can we keep from falling away from Jesus?  Peter gives us the answer:  “Resist [the devil], standing firm in the faith,…”  Did you hear that?  You can’t resist the devil by your own power.  You will lose every time.  

     Instead, stand firm in the Faith!  Trust in Jesus.  Rest in His strength.  Trust in His promises!  As Peter says:  “Humble yourselves, therefore, under God’s mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time. Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for you.”
     Jesus died on the cross FOR YOU.  That event is the devil’s demise.  You have been Baptized in God’s Name.  Your sins are forgiven.  You are a temple of the Holy Spirit.  You belong to God.  You can resist the devil and all his wicked works.

     Now, this good news doesn’t mean you will never be tempted.  This good news doesn’t mean you will never sin.  But the good news does mean that the Holy Spirit will convict you of sin and then He will move you to trust in Jesus for mercy and new life.

     When satan accuses you about your sin; when the devil drives you to despair, then simply say to him:  “BE GONE, SATAN!  I AM BAPTIZED!  JESUS DIED FOR ME.  JESUS CONQUERED DEATH FOR ME.  JESUS LIVES AS MY LORD AND SAVIOR.  YOU HAVE MET YOUR DEMISE!”  Amen!
