The Romans Roadmap

1/23/11 Sermon:   “The Baptized Life”

( Text:  Romans 6:1-14)

**************************************************************************************
     In last Sunday’s reading from Romans chapter 5 we learned that Jesus, the SECOND Adam, has rescued us from the curse of the FIRST Adam – and the curse of the FIRST Adam is the spiritual and physical death we inherited from him.

     Paul ended last Sunday’s reading with these words:  “The law was added so that sin might increase.  But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Now, what do these words mean?

     First, Paul says that God added the Law so that sin might increase.  The “Law” refers to the 10 Commandments in particular and any command from God in general.  Simply put, God’s Law shows us the good we ought to do and the evil we ought to avoid.  

     However, the Law cannot lead us into life with God.  Why?  Because we are sinners!  We either rebel against God’s Law or we obey it for the wrong reasons.  

     That leads to a question.  If God’s Law cannot make us better people and give us eternal life with Him, then why did God give us His Law?  Paul says that the Law was added so that sin might increase.  In other words, God gave us His Law to show us how sinful we really are.  Not only does the Law expose the evil we do and the good we fail to do.  The Law shows us that we are by nature God’s enemies.  We don’t love Him or trust Him.

     However, God chose to do the unbelievable.  God has not left us under the condemnation of His Law.  Listen to Paul’s words again:  “But where sin increased, grace increased all the more…”  Simply put, we can’t “out sin” God’s grace.  When our sin gets “this high” God’s grace gets even higher.  Jesus’ life, death and resurrection for us are higher, deeper and wider than all the sin of all the sinners of all times and places combined.

     With that understood, let’s hear the first verse of Romans chapter 6:  “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?”  Why does Paul ask that question?  Because Paul knows that the devil wants us to not take our sin seriously.  And what happens when we don’t take our sins seriously?  We see God’s grace as an opportunity to sin all the more!  

     But Paul then says that this is impossible for Christians who remember that they have been baptized!  Listen to Paul’s words again:  “What shall we say, then?  Shall we go on sinning so that grace may increase?  By no means!  We died to sin; how can we live in it any longer?”

     Those three words “By no means!” translate two Greek words:  “ (( ((((((( “ – which literally translated is  “May it never happen!”  Our English version translates it “By no means!”  Of course, you could also say “No way, Jose!” or “When pigs fly!” or “When hell freezes over!”

     The point is, Paul is stressing that there is something that is simply impossible for Christians who remember that they have been baptized.  That’s what Paul means when he says that we “died to sin.”  Paul goes on to write:   “Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?  We were therefore buried with Him through baptism into death in order that, just as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new life.”

     You see, the Gospel is not merely the Good News that we are forgiven.  The Gospel is also the Good News that we are new people.  Listen to what Paul writes in II Corinthians chapter 5:

“Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone the new has come…God made [Jesus] who had no sin to be sin for us so that in Him we might become the righteousness of God.”

     But what if you refuse to believe that you are a new creation?  What if you refuse to believe that Christ has given you a new life?  Then you have rejected your Baptism, and the result is that you will not take your sin seriously nor will you have any love for God or His Word.  If you deny your Baptism, you will say:  “If God wants to forgive me, I’ll give Him every chance to do so!”  In other words:  “Shall we go on sinning that grace might increase?”  Our sinful nature says:  “Yes!  Let’s go for it!”
     But God doesn’t want you to end up in that lost condition.  That’s why is using His Word today to remind you that you are His baptized child.  God wants you to live the Baptized life.  Now, what does it mean to live the Baptized life?

     First, living the Baptized life means believing that God has saved you through His Son, Jesus, and that God gave you this salvation when you were baptized.  Baptism is NOT a symbol of our decision to live for God.  No!  Baptism is GOD’S work and one of the means He uses to give to you personally the salvation that Christ won for all people.  God saves you in Baptism and chooses you as His own!
     Second, living the Baptized life means living in daily repentance and faith.   Simply put, this means that the Holy Spirit moves you to grieve over the sin in your life and to trust in Jesus for the assurance that you are forgiven and for the strength to turn from that sin and live according to God’s loving plan for your life.

      We must remember what Martin Luther wrote about the significance of Baptism in his Small Catechism.  Listen:  “Baptism signifies that the sinful nature in us should, by daily contrition and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts and, again, a new person daily come forth and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”

     Simply put, you still have a sinful nature and your sinful nature wants to take advantage of God’s grace and live as it pleases.  But you are also a new creation in Christ.  You have been given a new nature.  You have been raised with Christ in Baptism – and God nurture’s your Baptism faith as you continue hear, read and study His Word and also receive the Lord’s Supper.

     In fact, the reason some people end up rejecting their Baptism is that they fail to nurture their Baptism faith.  When we stop attending Church and Bible Class; when we fail to read the Bible and pray; when we stop receiving the Lord’s Supper – the only result is that our Baptism faith will grow weaker and weaker and may eventually die.

     But God doesn’t want that to happen to any of His Baptized children.  That’s why God constantly calls us back to His Church where our Baptism faith is nurtured by Christ’s gifts – and the result of being nurtured by Christ’s gifts is that we long to live the Baptized life.  

     Jesus died and conquered for all sinners.  You received the benefits of Christ’s death and resurrection personally when you were baptized.  Because you are God’s baptized child, God says to you:  “…count yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ … do not let sin reign in your mortal body so that you obey its desires.  Do not offer the parts of your body to sin, as instruments of wickedness, but rather offer yourselves to God, as those who have been brought from death to life … For sin shall not be your master, because you are not under law, but under grace.”

     Did you hear those last words?  “You are not under law, but under grace?”  What does that mean?  To be “under law” means that you are under God’s wrath because you don’t take your sins seriously and so you don’t really think you need Jesus all that much.  Simply put, those who reject their Baptism reject Jesus and remain “under law.”
     But you are NOT “under law.”  Instead, you Baptized children of God are “under grace” – and to be “under grace” means that you are forgiven even as you continue to struggle with the sin in your life.

     When you leave this place today remember that you are God’s Baptized child and that means you get to live the Baptized life.  Or, as Martin Luther put it so well:  ““Baptism signifies that the sinful nature in us should, by daily contrition and repentance, be drowned and die with all sins and evil lusts and, again, a new person daily come forth and arise, who shall live before God in righteousness and purity forever.”

Amen!

