                                    1/20/08 Sermon:   “Bring Them to Jesus!”

                       (Texts:  Isaiah 49:1-7;  1st Corinthians 1:1-9; John 1:29-42a)

     Imagine if someone walked up to you and said:  “I just found the Son of God, the promised Savior of sinners.  His name is Jesus.  Come with me!  I’ll bring you to Him.”  Now, you might think that this person was crazy, but you might just follow him out of curiosity.  I mean, if this person could actually bring you to Jesus, what an awesome thing that would be!         
     We are still in the Epiphany season.  As you learned on Sunday, January 6th, the word “Epiphany” means “shine upon.”  During the Epiphany season we learn how the light of God’s Word shines in this world’s sinful darkness and then leads people to Jesus – the Son of God who was born of the Virgin Mary to save us from our sins and give us new life with God.
    In our Gospel reading we heard about the ministry of John the Baptist.  God sent John to get the people of Israel ready to meet the Lord.  One day Jesus was coming toward John and the crowds to whom he was preaching, and then John pointed them to Jesus and he said:  “Look, the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
     Now, why did John call Jesus “The Lamb of God?”  Well, you need to remember that John was preaching to the people of Israel.  If you read the Old Testament Scriptures you know that for hundreds of years the people of Israel had been sacrificing lambs, as commanded by God, because the shed blood of these lambs was a picture of the sacrifice that would be made by the promised Savior who would deliver His people from their sins.

     We heard about this promised Savior in our Old Testament reading from Isaiah chapter 49.  Isaiah talks about “The Servant of the Lord.”  In Isaiah 49:3 we read what God said to this promised Savior:  “You are my servant, Israel, in whom I will display my splendor.”  

     Now, some wrongly think that this text is saying that the nation of Israel is “The Servant of the Lord.”  But this is wrong for several reasons.  First, this Servant speaks as ONE PERSON and not an entire nation.  Second, listen to these words in Isaiah 49:5, “And now the Lord says – he who formed me in the womb to be his servant … to gather Israel to himself,…”  

     Did you hear that?  Here we see that the Servant will bring the people of Israel back to God.  Therefore, in this text “The Servant of the Lord” can only be one, special person and not the whole nation of Israel.  

     But then why does God call His Servant by the name “Israel?”  Simply put, “The Servant of the Lord” is the True Israel of God.  Jesus the perfect Israel, the perfect Son of God, and only through faith in Jesus do we get to be children of God and part of His people, Israel.

     Now we know why John the Baptist was so excited when he saw Jesus coming toward him and the crowds to whom He was preaching.  John had been preparing people to meet Jesus by preaching to them and baptizing them – and now Jesus, “The Lamb of God,” “The Servant of the Lord,” “The Son of God Himself” was here in person!
     But how did John know that Jesus was the promised Savior?  Well, John was the one who had previously baptized Jesus.  We learned about the Baptism of Jesus last Sunday.  When John baptized Jesus he saw the Holy Spirit descend upon Jesus in the form of a dove, and then John heard the Father speak from heaven and say to Jesus:  “You are my Son!”  So, whenever John saw Jesus he would point people to Him and say:  “Look!  The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”
     In fact, one day when John pointed to Jesus and called Him “The Lamb of God,” two of John’s disciples took notice and began to follow Jesus.  Now, one of these men was none other than Andrew – one of Jesus’ future 12 Apostles.  In addition, Andrew was also the brother of Simon Peter – another future Apostle of Jesus.

     However, Peter was not with Andrew when John pointed them to Jesus.  So, how did Peter meet Jesus?  Our Gospel reads:  “The first thing Andrew did was to find His brother Simon and tell Him, ‘We have found the Messiah’ … and he brought him to Jesus.”  Did you hear that?  Andrew brought his brother to Jesus!  What do we learn from this?  
     First, the reason we are saved through faith in Jesus is that God used someone to bring us to Jesus.  For many of us here, God used our parents to bring us to Jesus.  They brought us to church while we were still in the womb.  They brought us to Holy Baptism where we were born again by water and the Spirit – receiving Jesus and His gifts of salvation.  They nurtured us in our salvation by making sure we continued to hear the Word of God at home and especially at Sunday School and Church.  They made sure we were prepared to receive Jesus’ Body and Blood in the Lord’s Supper.
     On the other hand, some individuals did not grow up in Christian homes.  But later in their lives God used other people to bring them to Jesus.  God used people to speak God’s Word to them and thereby brought them to faith in Jesus.  So, we are saved through faith in Jesus because God used other people to bring us to Jesus.  
     However, we also learn a second thing from our Gospel reading.  Just like God used Andrew to bring Peter to Jesus, God will use you and me to bring other people to Jesus. 

     But how do we do this?  Unlike Andrew, we can’t bring people to Jesus Himself in the flesh.  Jesus is not present with us in visible form as He was when Andrew brought Peter to Jesus.  But that doesn’t matter.  You see, throughout most of this world’s history Jesus was NOT present in a visible manner.  But that didn’t stop believers from bringing other people to Jesus.

     Throughout the history of the Old Testament people were brought to Jesus through the preaching and teaching of God’s Word.  Now, none of these people in the Old Testament ever met Jesus in person.  But they waited for Him in faith!  They waited for Jesus and trusted in His coming -- knowing that not even death could keep them from the salvation He would bring.
     Now, Andrew was able to bring Peter to Jesus who was there in visible form.  But even after Jesus ascended to heaven God’s people continued to bring others to Jesus through the preaching and teaching of His Word.  
     And it’s the same for us today!  For almost 2000 years Christians like you and me have been bringing people to Jesus by sharing God’s Word with them.  We get to continue this mission today – right here in Jamestown, and beyond.

     Having said that, there’s a third thing we learn from our Gospel reading.  Simply put, we usually need to develop a RELATIONSHIP with people if we want to witness to them.  

     For example, Andrew was Peter’s brother.  In other words, Andrew had a relationship with Peter.  In addition, Peter had been raised as a believer.  Peter knew about the promised Messiah from Scripture, and Peter trusted in Jesus – he simply didn’t have the chance to meet Jesus in person yet.  But not every witnessing situation is like this.
     For example, unlike Peter, some of the people we meet may not know very much about Jesus or why they even need to believe in Him.  So, before you are able to bring a person to Jesus you may first have to establish a relationship with them and find out what they know and don’t know about God and His Word.  
     Therefore, get to know people.  Become their friend.  Earn their trust.  Eventually you may be able to speak God’s Word to them.  We do this by telling them what we believe, when God gives us the opportunity.  
     You can give a verbal witness.  You can read bible passages to them or even give them a bible.  You can give them tracts, books or magazines that teach about Jesus and why we need Him.  You can invite them to come with you to Church and Bible Class.

     This is how the Church of Christ has grown throughout history, and this is how the Church of Christ will continue to grow today – as God uses us to bring other people to Jesus.  
     Now, if you’re like me, you have not always been a faithful witness.  Sometimes we have been silent when God gave us the chance to speak the Truth in love.  Other times our sinful words or actions actually gave a bad witness to others.  

     But we can repent of these sins and know that we are forgiven because of the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.  The forgiveness we receive from Jesus gives us both the comfort and the encouragement we need to be God’s witnesses and bring people to Jesus.   
     Think about it.  Andrew was a sinner, just like you and me.  So was Peter.  But God forgave them, and then used them to bring others to Jesus – and He will use you, too.  Amen!  
