The Romans Roadmap

1/16/11 Sermon:   “The 2nd Adam!”
( Text:  Romans 5:12-21)

     How many of you remember seeing the Harrison Ford movie The Fugitive?  Harrison Ford was framed for a crime he didn’t commit and was sent to prison.  If you have ever been blamed for something that someone else did, then you can begin to know how Harrison Ford’s character must have felt.  Nothing seems more unfair than an innocent person suffering for someone else’s crime. 

     Therefore, it’s not surprising when we think that Scripture’s teaching about original sin seems so unfair.  Adam sinned, and here we are suffering the consequences!  But what we fail to understand is that we are not innocent victims who are suffering unjustly.  Instead, we take part in Adam’s rebellion against God because we have inherited his sinful nature.  We’re just as guilty as Adam.

     In last Sunday’s reading from the first half of Romans chapter 5 we learned that we sinners are God’s enemies.  But that leads to the question:  “How did we become sinners in the first place?”  At the beginning of today’s reading from the second half of Romans chapter 5 Paul answers that question with these words:  “Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in this way death came to all men, because all sinned…”
     Paul takes us back to the beginning.  If you read Genesis chapters 1 & 2 and will learn that God created the universe and all life in 6 ordinary days – and the crown of His creation were the first two humans, Adam and Eve.  They and their descendents were meant to live in God’s love forever.

     Sadly, God’s very good plan changed when one of the angel’s He created to serve us humans rebelled against God and tempted Adam and Eve to do the same – and the rest is our tragic history.

The moment Adam and Eve rejected God and trusted themselves they died – that is, they died spiritually.  They no longer loved God and they no longer trusted Him – and this sinful condition was passed on to all us humans descended from Adam and Eve.  

     That’s why God said the following to Noah as recorded in Genesis chapter 8:  “…every inclination of man’s heart is evil from childhood.”  That’s why King David wrote these words about himself in Psalm 51:  “Surely I was sinful at birth, sinful from the time my mother conceived me.”

     I had the joy of being present at the births of my three children.  I had the joy of holding each one of them moments after they were born.   From a human point of view I was holding pure goodness and innocence in my hands.  But God’s Word told me that I was holding an enemy of God in my hands.

     We live in a world where many think that we humans are basically good.  Even we Christians who know better are sometimes tempted to think that we’re not all that bad.  But the fact is that we were conceived as God’s enemies and the proof is that we die.  In other words, the proof that we are SPIRITUALLY dead is that we all must face PHYSICAL death.
     Simply put, “In the beginning” physical death did not exist.  God’s plan for us was to live in His love forever.  But that all changed when Adam and Eve sinned.  God cursed us with PHYSICAL death to get our attention and show us that something is wrong – and what is wrong is that we are SPIRITUALLY dead.

     That’s why Paul writes:  “…before the Law was given, sin was in the world.  But sin is not taken into account when there is no law.  Nevertheless, death reigned from the time of Adam to the time of Moses, even over those who did not sin by breaking a command, as did Adam…”

     What is Paul saying?  Simply put, before God ever gave the Ten Commandments people were doing sinful things – they just didn’t know it because they had forgotten God’s Laws.  So, even though many people don’t break a known command, as Adam did and as WE do, they are still guilty because they are enemies of God in their hearts and the proof is that all people face physical death which is God’s sign that we are spiritually dead.

     Well, if you weren’t depressed before you came here today, you should be sufficiently depressed now.  We descendants of Adam were conceived as God’s enemies.  We are SPIRITUALLY dead and God has cursed us with PHYSICAL death to prove it to us.  

     I don’t know about you, but I’m ready to hear some Good News!  Well, I have some wonderful Good News for you!  In today’s reading Paul says that the FIRST Adam “was a pattern of the one to come.”
     Who is the “one to come”?  In Genesis chapter 3 we are told about a male child, born of the woman, who would crush the power of the devil and save the descendants of Adam.  We celebrated this child’s birth this past Christmas.  Jesus is the 2nd Adam!

     In verses 15-19 of Romans chapter 5 Paul compares and contrasts the FIRST Adam with God’s Son, the SECOND Adam.  Now, what do I mean when I say that Jesus is the “SECOND” Adam?

     Well, just as the sin of the FIRST Adam resulted in spiritual and physical death for all people; the obedience of the SECOND Adam resulted in spiritual and physical life for all people.  As Paul also writes in 1st Corinthians chapter 15:  “For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead comes also through a man.  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.”

     Did you hear that?  God has provided a way for ALL sinners to be saved!  Jesus, the second Adam, has totally abolished the curse of the first Adam.  Wait a minute!  If Jesus has totally abolished the curse of the first Adam, then why do some people end up in hell?  Paul gives us the answer when he writes:  “But the gift is not like the trespass…”
     Did you hear that word “gift”?  Unlike original sin which we cannot reject because we are born with it, Jesus’ gift of salvation CAN be rejected because it is a GIFT!  Sadly, some reject the GIFT and remain under the curse of the first Adam.

     But the GOOD NEWS is that God does not want that for any sinner.  God does not want that for you!  That’s why God sent Jesus as your SECOND ADAM.  That’s why God uses His Law to show you your sin so that you will joyfully receive His grace made possible by Jesus death and resurrection for you.

     At the end of our reading Paul writes:  “The law was added so that sin might increase.  But where sin increased, grace increased all the more, so that, just as sin reigned in death, so also grace might reign through righteousness to bring eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”
     At the beginning of this sermon I pointed out that it seems so unfair when an innocent person suffers for someone else’s crime.  But that’s what Jesus did for you and me.  We are the guilty ones, but Jesus, the only innocent One, suffered for our crimes against God.  He did this to save us.
     You who trust in Christ are now children of the SECOND Adam.  You have been rescued from the curse of the FIRST Adam and you can look forward to eternal life with God in the New Creation that you will receive when Christ returns in glory.  Until then, we live to His glory, we trust in His mercy, and we look forward to His return.  
Amen!
