The Romans Roadmap

1/09/11 Sermon:   “We’re At Peace With God!”
( Text:  Romans 5:1-11)

     Today I continue my sermon series on The Book of Romans.  In the first two verse of today’s reading from Romans chapter 5 the Apostle Paul sums up what he has taught us in the first 4 chapters.  Hear Paul’s words again:  “Therefore, since we have been justified through faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom we have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”

     Those words of Paul sum up the sermons I have preached so far in this sermon series.  Allow me briefly explain what Paul is teaching us here.

     First, Paul says that we Christians have been JUSTIFIED.  That English word “justifies” translates a Greek word that means “to declare not guilty.”  Simply put, to be justified means that you are “not guilty” before God.   
     However then stresses that the only way we can be justified is through FAITH.  That English word “faith” translates a Greek word that simply means “trust.”  We are justified before God because we trust Jesus for this gift.  In other words, the reason God declares us “not guilty” is that God declared His Son, Jesus, “Guilty!” in our place.  

     You see, without faith in Jesus our guilt remains upon us and we are still under God’s wrath – which is what we deserve.  But through faith in Jesus and His sacrifice for us we are declared “not guilty” before God.

     Of course, some people are shocked to hear me say that some people remain under God’s wrath.  They say:  “But God is love!”  Yes, God IS Love.  But God is also Holy and Just and that means He must punished sinners even though He does not want to do it.

     However, because God is love He provided a way of escape from His wrath for us sinners.  The Father damned His own Son on our place so that through faith in Jesus we might be rescued from God’s wrath.

     But what if people refuse to repent of their sins?  What is people refuse to trust in Jesus for justification before God.  Then, by their own rebellious unbelief, they remain under God’s wrath.  So, if you end up in hell, don’t blame God!

     You see, even though our justification before God cost us nothing it cost God EVERYTHING!  Paul writes:  “…we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ…”  After Jesus rose from the dead He appeared to His disciples and said:  “Peace be with you.”  Jesus was assuring them that they were at peace with God.  
     “But how is that possible!” they thought.  “We’re sinners who deserve the Father’s wrath!”  Then Jesus showed them His hands and His side.  Jesus thereby reminded them and us how it is possible for us sinners to be at peace with God.
     In our reading Paul says that through Jesus we “have gained access by faith into this grace in which we now stand.”  Obviously, if we are sinners, we do not deserve a “not guilty” verdict from God.  That’s why Paul stresses that we are justified by GRACE.  
     That English word “grace” translates a Greek word that means “unconditional love.”  In other words, God loves and forgives us even though we don’t deserve it.  Our justification before God is a free gift that flows from God’s love to us made possible by Jesus’ sacrifice in our place of God’s wrath.
     Paul says that we “stand” on this grace.  Simply put, we can stand secure and safe before God because of Jesus.  We do not have to fear God’s wrath.  We can stand before His throne on the Final Day and know that we are at peace with Him through Jesus.

     In fact, that’s why Paul says that “we rejoice in the hope of the glory of God.”  Simply put, we who trust in Jesus can look forward to the Final Day of Judgment because God will glory in us as His dearly loved children.  What a glorious Day that will be!

     Well, that about sums up what we’ve learned in this sermon series on Romans so far.  But now we’re about to learn even more wonderful mysteries from God.

     Paul goes on to say the following:  “Not only so, but we also rejoice in our sufferings, because we know that suffering produces perseverance; perseverance, character; and character, hope.  And hope does not disappoint us, because God has poured out his love into our hearts by the Holy Spirit, whom he has given us.”
     These words of Paul are also shocking to many people today – especially in our culture where some pastors sadly teach that being a Christian means you can be assured of “health, wealth and prosperity” in this life.  Of course, if you end up suffering, then these same pastors will say that you don’t have enough faith or that you’ve sinned too much and God has rejected you.

     “Nonsense!” says Paul.  The reason we Christians can rejoice in our sufferings is that God will use them to strengthen our faith in Jesus and help us mature spiritually.  In addition, God will use our sufferings to give us opportunities to witness to others about the hope we have in Jesus.

      With that said, I would like to briefly explain three reasons why we suffer in this world.

      First, sometimes we suffer because we bring it on ourselves.  We make sinful, foolish choices and we suffer the consequences.  But even then God uses our suffering to bless us and bring us back to Him in repentance humility and humble faith.

      Second, sometimes we suffer simply because we live in a world that is broken by sin.  We are born terminal.  When we think of suffering and death it’s not a question of “if” but “when.”  God allows us to face suffering and death in this world to remind us that something is wrong and that we need Jesus.  God allows us to face suffering and death in this world to remind us that this world is not our home.  Instead, we Christians look forward to eternal life in a New Creation where sin, pain and death no longer exist.
     Third, sometimes God allows us to suffer because we are doing the right thing and are being faithful to Him.  This is hard for us to understand, isn’t it?  But God’s ways are not our ways.  As we Christians strive to be faithful to Jesus we may face rejection, mockery and persecution in this world.  This usually take us Americans by surprise because we’re not used to it.  But right now as I preach there are fellow brothers and sisters in Christ around the world who are suffering greatly because they are being faithful to Jesus.  Once again, God allows this to strengthen our faith in Christ and to show others the hope we have in Jesus – a hope that is certain even in the face of death!

     So, my Christians, whenever you suffer and for whatever reason you suffer, remember this:  God LOVES you!  He will never leave you or forsake you.  The Holy Spirit will move you to trust in Jesus in the midst of your suffering and you will thereby be assured of God’s love for you.

     Paul then goes on in our reading to remind us why we can be so certain that God loves us even when we suffer.  Paul says:  “…God demonstrates his own love for us in this:  While we were still sinners, Christ died for us.”

     Did you hear that wonderful good news?  The Father did not sacrifice His son for you because you were lovable and deserved it.  God sacrificed His Son for you even though you were NOT lovable and even though you did NOT deserve it!

     You see, my fellow sinners, God’s love for us in UNCONDITIONAL.  He loves us because He chooses to love us, and not because we have earned it.  Therefore, you never have to wonder:  “Am I good enough for God to love me?  Does God hate me because I’ve sinned too much.”

     In fact, Paul goes on to stress the same point again in even stronger language when he says:  “…when we were God’s enemies we were reconciled to him through the death of his Son,…”  Did you hear that?  Even though we are by nature God’s enemies, the Father put His Son on the cross for us.
     With that understood, Paul then make another statement to comfort us Christians who have been saved and trust in Christ.  Paul writes:  “Since we have now been justified by [Jesus’] blood, how much more shall we be saved from God’s wrath through him!”  In other words, if God love you when you were His unbelieving enemy, how much more does He love you now that you are His baptized, believing, forgiven child!!  

      Therefore, even when we suffer for whatever the reason, we can know that God loves us because of what He was willing to give up for us.  As Paul writes in Romans chapter 8:  “He who did not spare His own Son, but gave him up for us all – how will he not also, along with him, graciously give us all things?”  Who wouldn’t want to live for and worship such a wonderful God?!

Amen!
