1/03/10 Sermon:    “ Q & A with Jesus! ”
( Ps 119:9-11, 17-18, 29-32, 41-42, 49-50, 133-135, 174-176;    Col 3:16-17;    Lk 2:40-52 )

     Since I’ve been pastor here at Concordia the 6th – 8th grade youth of our congregation have attended the Junior High Youth Gathering which takes place every October at some city in North Dakota and is organized by various church workers and lay volunteers. 
     At the past two Junior High Youth Gatherings I’ve been asked to lead a “Q & A” session with the youth.  “Q & A” stands for “Question and Answer” – and during these sessions the youth get to ask me any questions they might have about the Bible or the Christian Faith or moral issues.  

     By God’s grace, I do the best I can to answer their questions from Holy Scripture.  If I don’t have the answer at the time, I promise to research the question and get back to the person who asked it.  The youth have enjoyed these sessions, and I hope to do more of them in the future.

     In our Gospel reading for today we see that some religious leaders of the Jewish people attend a “Q & A” session with the 12 year old Jesus at the Temple in Jerusalem.  However, unlike my sessions with the youth, Jesus is the one who asked the questions AND gave the answers.

     For example, Luke writes the following in our Gospel reading:  “…they found [Jesus] in the temple courts, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions.  Everyone who heard him was amazed at his understanding and his answers.”
     Now, you need to understand something about the Jewish culture of Jesus’ day.  Simply put, students hardly ever asked questions.  A student was supposed to be quiet and listen.  In contrast, the teachers did two things – they asked the questions and they gave the answers.  You see, they believed that you needed to be mature enough and educated enough before you could ask the right kind of questions.

     Another thing you need to understand about the culture of Jesus’ day was that no boy under thirteen was even allowed to worship with adult men in the temple.  In addition, no male was even allowed to speak until he was 30 years old.  That’s why Luke goes out of his way to mention the fact that Jesus was 12 years old when Mary and Joseph found Him teaching in his Father’s house.
     Now, one reason that Jesus was even allowed to be in the group who were listening to the teachers was that the people may have assumed that Jesus was at least 13 – or else they would not have even allowed him to be there.

     As Jesus was listening to the adult religious leaders I’m sure he didn’t like what he heard.  So, Jesus started asking the right questions and then also gave the right answers.  

     At first the people and the teachers would have been shocked and offended that the young Jesus even dared to open his mouth –because a male needed to be at least 30 before he was allowed to speak.  

     In fact, they were probably ready to rebuke Jesus and ask to leave.  But when they started hearing his amazing questions and his even more amazing answers they just let him keep talking.  Even the teachers themselves were amazed at Jesus’ understanding. 

     Now, how did Jesus end up at the Jerusalem Temple in the first place?  Well, Luke tells us that Mary and Joseph had traveled to Jerusalem for the annual Passover Festival – and they brought Jesus with them.
     After the Passover was over, Mary and Joseph started their journey back to Jerusalem.  Luke tells us that Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but Mary and Joseph wrongly assumed he was with their group – probably with friends or relatives.  But after a day of travel they realized he was not with them, and so they went back to Jerusalem to look for him.

     Luke says they spent 3 days looking for Jesus in Jerusalem.  Imagine how worried they must have been!  If one of my children were missing for 3 days I think I would fall apart!  Therefore, I’m sure Mary and Joseph heaved a sigh of relief when they found Jesus!  But they were upset at the same time.  Luke records their words to Jesus:  “Son, why have you treated us like this?  Your father and I have been anxiously searching for you.”
     However, Jesus then answers them with words that amazed them and confused them at the same time.  Jesus said:  “Why were you searching for me?  Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  Had Mary and Joseph forgotten what the angel had told them 12 years before?  Did they forget that Jesus was conceived in Mary’s womb while she was still a virgin?  Did they forget that Jesus was God’s own Son – God in human flesh?

     Jesus reminds them that He is God when He says:  “Didn’t you know I had to be in my Father’s house?”  Over 18 years later, Jesus calls the Jerusalem temple “My house.”  By referring to the Jerusalem Temple as “my Father’s house” and “My house” Jesus is clearly stating that He is God Himself!
    But if Jesus really is God in human flesh, then how do we understand these words at the end of our Gospel reading:  “Then [Jesus] went down to Nazareth with them and was obedient to them … And Jesus grew in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men.”
    Now, if Jesus is the Son of God, why does He obey Mary and Joseph?  If Jesus is the Son of God, why does Luke say that He grew in wisdom and stature?  Well, this is one of many examples of the mystery of Jesus being fully God and fully human at the same time.

    As God, Jesus knows everything.  But as a human, Jesus allowed Himself to grow in knowledge and wisdom.  As God, Jesus is all-powerful.  He told the winds and waves to be still, and they obeyed!  But as a human, Jesus allowed Himself to be hungry and tired, not to mention that He allowed Himself to suffer and die on a cross.  

     As a human, Jesus ate the food at the Last Supper along with His disciples; as God, Jesus gave His disciples His own Body and Blood when He distributed the bread and wine and said:  “Take, eat.  This is My Body given for you.  Take, drink.  This is My Blood shed for you.”
    It’s hard for us to understand God’s mysterious ways, but this mystery of Jesus being both God and human explains why He was able to amaze the Jewish religious teachers with His wisdom and yet, at the same time, Luke can say that Jesus “grew in wisdom and stature,…” and that He obeyed the 4th commandment by honoring Mary and Joseph.

    Now, with all that understood, how does our Gospel reading apply to our lives today?  We might respond by thinking:  “Boy, wouldn’t it be wonderful if we could sit at Jesus’ feet and have Him teach us?  Too bad we didn’t live back then.”

    Well, the fact is, Jesus DOES want you to be part of His “Q & A” session.  “But how can that be?” you wonder?  Simply put, you can be part of Jesus’ “Q & A” session by hearing, reading and studying Holy Scripture so that you can learn to ask the right questions and receive God’s answers to those questions.

     You see, Holy Scripture is God’s inspired Word and the way that Jesus gives His teaching to us today.  In our reading from Psalm 119 we heard about the importance of meditating on God’s laws.  That word “laws” translates a Hebrew word that refers to God’s teachings as given by His prophets and handed on in their writings – which we have in Holy Scripture.  Therefore, you could say that the author of Psalm 119 longed to be part of Jesus’ “Q & A” session.  
     In Psalm 119 we read:  “I have hidden your word in my heart that I might not sin against you.”  This means that we should commit passages of Holy Scripture to memory and think about them throughout the day.  If we’re thinking about God’s Word throughout the day it will be hard for us to think about sinful things at the same time.
     Another passage in Psalm 119 reads:  “Open my eyes that I may see wonderful things in your law.”  This should be our prayer as we hear, read and study Holy Scripture.  As we meditate on Christ’s teaching in Scripture we should be prepared to see wonderful things from God – especially the Good News that we have the forgiveness of sins and eternal life through Jesus and His death and resurrection for us.   

     Listen to another important passage from Psalm 119:  “May your unfailing love come to me, O Lord, your salvation according to your promise.”  Here we see that Scripture is more than just a book of do’s and don’ts.  Even though Scripture does encourage good works and warn against sin, the fact is that Scripture also gives us many wonderful and comforting promises – especially the Good News about Jesus and all He has done to save us.    

     One other important passage from Psalm 119 is this:  “Direct my footsteps according to your word; let no sin rule over me.”  As we study Christ’s teaching in Holy Scripture God will thereby direct our live according to His will and rescue us from sins that will enslave us and harm us.

     Finally, Psalm 119 ends with these words:  “I have strayed like a lost sheep. See your servant, for I have not forgotten your commands.”  This teaching of Christ reminds us that we all fall short of God’s will.  Even Christians who meditate on God’s Word daily continue to struggle with sin and temptation and must rely on God’s mercy in Christ every moment of every day.  In the midst of our struggle with sin our memory of God’s promises in Scripture will give us comfort and strength.  God will continue to seek us through His Word.

     My brothers and sisters, you need to realize how blessed you are.  You get to be part of Jesus’ “Q & A” session every time you attend one of these Services where Christ’s Word is read and proclaimed.  You get to be part of Jesus’ “Q & A” session every time you attend one of the Bible studies offered at this congregation.  You get to be part of Jesus’ “Q & A” session every time you have a family devotion or read the Scriptures on your own.

     We need to be part of Jesus’ “Q & A” session on a regular basis because the devil is working overtime to deceive us with His temptations and lies that can lead us away from Christ and into sin.

     No wonder the Apostle Paul says the following to us:  “Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly as you teach and admonish one another with all wisdom,…”  Simply put, we are to grow in the knowledge of Holy Scripture and then teach and admonish one another with God’s Word.  In this way Jesus teaches us as we share God’s Word with one another.

     Luke says that the people were amazed at Jesus’ questions and answers.  They were blessed by His wisdom.  You can be part of that same “Q & A” session with Jesus as you make the hearing, reading and studying of God’s Word a priority in your lives.  Jesus’ teaching will give you the discernment you need to reject the lies of the devil and embrace the Truth of Christ – His Truth that sets you free from sin, death and eternal damnation.

Amen!  

Amen!

